
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“Reset: Repentance and Obedience”
1 Chronicles 21:1-27

Main Idea: Repentance and obedience that doesn’t cost you anything isn’t worth anything.

ACTIONS to take in dealing with repentance and obedience in your life:
Don’t succumb to the temptation to put your trust in anything other than the Lord (1-6).

What’s the big deal with the fact that David wanted to take a census of the men who 
could take up the sword in Israel? For one thing, David hadn’t sought God’s direction, and God 
didn't commanded David to take the census. Secondly, David commanded the census be 
carried out in a way that clearly was against God’s command related to the census (Ex. 
30:11-16)! Joab’s reaction recognized the prideful motives of David in taking the census, and the 
fact that the temptation came from Satan (allowed by God in 2 Sam. 24:1) indicated the sinful 
purpose in David’s heart. The heart of the problem was that David’s command related to the 
census showed David’s pride and trust in the size of his potential army rather than in his pride 
and trust in God — the Lord of David’s army. Anytime that we put our pride and trust in anything 
other than God, we succumb to the same temptation that David succumbed to in this situation.
1. Make a list of the things that we are prone to put our pride and trust in other than God.
2. Go though the list, discussing the problems with trusting any of these things in our lives.
3. Why is God the only One that’s worthy of all of our trust?
4. Pray for protection and discernment when it comes to this common temptation in your lives, 

and discuss who you can share these truths with this coming week.

Do repent and put your life into the hand of the Lord when you haven’t trusted Him (7-13).
What made David a man after God’s own heart, even though he was a flawed and sinful 

man? If anything, David’s sensitivity to God, and David’s willingness to recognize his sin and to 
repent from his sin pointed to his heart that was after God’s own heart. Immediately, as David 
recognized the mistake that he made, David confessed his sin (agreed that it was sin), and 
David repented (turned away) from his sin. David’s repentance didn’t eliminate the 
consequences of his sin, which affected not only David but all of God’s people. God gave David 
three options related to the punishment for his sin, and wisely, knowing the merciful character of 
God, David put his life and the life of God’s people into the hand of God. The judgment would be 
severe and devastating, pointing to the influence and impact of sin in the life of the leader of 
God’s people. Today, anytime we recognize the judgment of God that reveals sin in our lives, 



the only right response is confession (agreement) and repentance (turning away), placing our 
lives in the hand of the Lord.
1. What keeps people from repenting quickly and openly like David did? Have you ever 

struggled with repentance in your life? How, and why?
2. Discuss the distinction between confession and repentance. Why are both of these actions 

essential when it comes to sin in our lives?
3. Is there anything that you need to confess now? Take time in your group to confess and to 

pray for each other for strength and victory in Jesus and for Jesus in repentance in our lives.

Do accept the responsibility and consequences of failing to trust in the Lord alone 
(14-17).

God’s judgment was swift and extreme. David had trusted in the number of men that he 
had to fight in his army, and God took the lives of 70,000 of those men. However, God displayed 
His mercy even in the midst of His judgment. He stopped the angel from attacking Jerusalem, 
and in that moment, David, who was already mourning because of his sin and the 
consequences of his sin, turned to the Lord and took full responsibility for failing to trust in God 
and in God alone. David displayed his heart after the heart of the Lord. He asked God to spare 
His people and to judge only himself and his house. He didn’t hide, excuse, or discount his 
responsibility, and he fully accepted the consequences that he deserved for acting pridefully and 
not faithfully to God. Today, when we fail to trust in the Lord alone, we must be willing to accept 
the responsibility and consequences of our actions, yet knowing the surpassing grace of God 
that we have in Christ Jesus our Lord!
1. Have you ever experienced your sin impacting the lives of others around you? Share.
2. Have you ever felt like you got away with some sin, without experiencing the consequences 

that you knew you deserved? The wages of sin is death (Rm. 6:23), so what does that mean 
about God’s mercy every day in this world and in our lives?

3. Read 1 Chron. 21:17. Discuss the heart of David in these verses? Pray for that kind of heart.

Do respond to the Lord by giving Him all that He demands and deserves in your life 
(18-27).

David’s true repentance turned into immediate obedience. When commanded to go to 
Ornan’s and make an altar, David immediately went to Ornan’s to make an altar. When Ornan 
recognized David and heard his demand, Ornan offered to give David all that he needed to 
make the altar and to offer the sacrifice to God; however, David refused to accept Ornan’s gift. If 
it didn’t cost David anything, the offering would not be a sacrifice from David to the Lord. David 
recognized this simple principle related to true sacrifices: His sacrifice to the Lord must be 
something that he actually sacrificed for the Lord! Once David obeyed, offering the Lord a 
sacrifice that was his sacrifice to the Lord, then the plague stopped; God’s grace prevailed; and 
a glimpse of the Gospel was given. While Jesus has paid it all, the principle of offering is still the 
same. If what we bring to God doesn’t cost us anything, then it’s not really a sacrifice and a 
offering to God. It’s re-gifting, so give God all that He demands and deserves in your life.
1. What does David’s obedience look like in these verses? Is there anything that God’s calling 

you to do (or has clearly called you to do in His Word), that you need to obey as David 
obeyed? Discuss.

2. What do you think about David’s reaction to Ornan’s offer to give him everything he needed 
for the sacrifice? How does the principle of sacrifice and obedience that David modeled still 
apply to us today? How does it apply to your life right now?

3. In your lives, what do you need to bring to the altar, sacrificing and giving to the Lord?


